70                               HENRY FIELDING
exclaimed against this weak, and, as he said he would
venture to call it, wicked lenity. To remit the punish-
ment of such crimes was, he said, to encourage them.
He enlarged much on the correction of children, and
quoted many texts from Solomon, and others; which,
being to be found in so many other books, shall not be
found here. He then applied himself to the vice of lying,
on which head he was altogether as learned as he had
been on the other.
All this, however, weighed very little with Mr. All-
worthy. He could not be prevailed on to sign the warrant
for the execution of Jones. He therefore strictly ordered
Mr. Thwackum to abstain from laying violent hands on
Tom for what had passed. The pedagogue was obliged
to obey those orders, but not without great reluctance,
and frequent mutterings that the boy would be certainly
spoiled.
Towards the gamekeeper the good man behaved with
more severity. He presently summoned that poor fellow
before him, and after many bitter remonstrances, paid
him his wages, and dismissed him from his service;
for Mr. Allworthy rightly observed that there was a
great difference between being guilty of a falsehood to
excuse yourself, and to excuse another. He likewise urged,
as the principal motive to his inflexible severity against
this man, that he had basely suffered Tom Jones to under-
go so heavy a punishment for his sake, whereas he ought
to have prevented it by making the discovery himself.
When this story became public, many people differed
in judging the conduct of the two lads on the occasion.
Master Blifil was generally called a sneaking rascal, a